" I really do believe now, that things are going to
change. You young people fave had an impact on
the public consciousness ... I feel so strongly for
you in your chestnut tree. You are doing the things
that my generation should Rave done when we
were young. And you are splendidly inspiring the
next generation. I do not Know whetfer or not, by
your effforts, spring will ever come again to your
tree. If it does, then that is a triumph over
darKness. But even if you fail, other things will be
defended by people following your example, and
someduay somewhere, trees will stay alive that
would have died, had you not done what you are
doing now. Witk gratitude. Good fuck, "

R.I.P. TREE
c. 1740 - 1993

"You can’t kill the spirit"

£2 ail proceeds go to the campaign against the M11 link road

ety

"400 spontaneous letters of goodwill delivered to a tree
must constitute some sort of record” — The Guardian
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Up the ladder went the postman

with his latters in his bag

a alotted cardboard box was tied

to branches with a rag

from all across the country

came the latters, notes and cards

to Georga Green's tree and
trashouse

they sent their fond regards.

So get out your pens and papers

it will only cost a stamp

sand letters to the treehousa
vhere these people have their camp
to this address please send them
to tha Sweetest Chestnut Tree

at George Green, Wanstead, London
postcode eleven-E.

As the parasites in power

tell the leeches what to do

they boast of third world
land reform

and plunder me and you

the dispossessed and homeless

are a national disgrace

wa’'ll have a peaceful rising

reveal the tyrants’ face.

And the parents with their children
and the grandparsnts as well
defied the teeth of bulldozers
and sent them back to hell
their jackets full of apoilage
and with all their heart and acul
the crowd scooped down that

soil bank
fillad up the bulldozed hola.

and the children planted flowers
from their hearta with all their
worth
their messages in pebbles said
“wa’ll have to save our asarth”
an all day, all night vigil
they set up around the tree
prepared for silent chainaaws
their sneaky strategy.

And the passing cars at Wanstead
they would chear and toot their horn
supporting unsung challengers
and babies not yet born
from Twyford Down to Oxleas
and at Tayten Meadows too
wa’ll crack their concrete
hardened brains
WE'LL SHOW THEM'WHOQ IS WEOI

SR CEL LS R

SAD CHRISTMAS TREE .
{to the tune of Ol Christmas Tree;
worda by Joe Bogggs)

Swegt chestnut tree, sad christmas tree
they’ve chainsawed all your branches
Sweat chestnut trae, sad christmas tree
they’'ve chainsawed all your branches.
The slaughter never tires us

your spirit still inspires us.

Swaet chesthut tree, sad christmas tree
they’'ve chainsawed all your branches.

Ch! motorway, mad motorway!

we’l)l never let them build you.

Ch! motorway, mad motorwayl

wa‘ll never let them build you.

and if they should, we’ll shake you
with sledgehammers we’ll break you.
Ohl motorway, mad motorway

we’ll never let them build ycu.

It's pecple power! It’'s people power!
the power of the pickaxe.

It's pecple poweri It's pecple powerl
the power of the pickaxe.

Qur voices will be spoken

our will shall not be broken.

It's people powerl It's pecple power!
the power of the pickaxe.

Communities! Communities!

we're stronger than bulldozers
Communities! Communities!

wa're stronger than bulldozers
Our chestnut treea they shade ns
we won‘t let them invade us.
Communities! Communities!

we'‘re stronger than bulidozers.

[softly, sadly, slowly]

Sweat chestnut tree, sad christmas tree
they‘ve chainsawed all your branches.
Sweet chestnut tree, sad christmas tree
they‘ve chainsawed all your branches.
The slaughter never tires us

your spirit still inspires ua.

SwWweet chestnut tree, sad christmas tree
they’ve chainsawed all your branches.
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Dear Tree

The 3.5-mile M11 link road is designed to connect the M11
motorway in Essex with the Blackwalil Tunneli in east London. In order
to knock an estimated eight minutes off the commuter journey from
Essex and Hertfordshire, the Department of Transport Is prepared to
spend at least £250 million (some people estimate the eventual price
tag will be closer to €1 billion), destroy 350 houses, wreck three green
spaces and pour at least 25% more traffic onto the congested streets of
Hackney.

The Department of Transport itself appears less than convinced
about the wisdom of going ahead with the road, which was first
proposed early this century in response to totally different transport
needs. London’s transport minister, Steven Norris, has said: "We don't
perceive a large road-buflding programme in London and we don't
thinlk there is much public support for it."

In early November 1993, protesters built a treehouse in a much-
loved sweet chestnut tree that stood in the path of the M11 road-
builders. The tree had graced George Green in Wanstead for 250 years,
The group of dedicated tree-defenders took turns sleeping in the
treehouse, braving unseasonably cold weather, a rare November
snowfall and a pre-dawn petrol bomb attack.

A man in Warrington, Cheshire, saw a story about the tree in The
Guardian (8-11-93) and wrote a letter of support to the tree-sitters,
care of the tree itself. The fact that mail had been delivered persuaded
a High Court judge to declare the treehouse a dwelling and to grant
the tree-sitters squatters’ rights. Because of Judge Tuckey's ruling, the
tree won a brief reprieve, which was overturned two days later by
another judge.

When the national media picked up the story, hundreds of
people from around the country, and some from abroad who heard
about the tree by word of mouth, sent letters of encouragement to the
tree-sitters. As The Guardian's environment editor, John Vidal,
observed: "400 spontancous letters of goodwill delivered to a tree must
constitute some sort of record."
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about 10 minutes, before arresting them for "breach of the peace”. As the
cherry-picker finally reached the green, it appeared Mother Nature stll
had a trick to play: it became stuck in the mud, caused by the brief and
violent storm of the night before. About 30 yards from the tree it was
surrounded by security guards, who tried to push it out of the mud, and
who were surrounded in turn by people trying to stop them.
Despite the repeated protests made to the police on the scene by a
barrister, acting as legal observer, about machinery being operated in
proximity to people without protective helmets -- culminating tn a
citizen’s arrest of the Sheriff by him -- the police refused to act to protect
either the people protesting, or the security guards, at least one of whom
was run over by the cherry-picker as it attempted to free {tself from the
mud by rocking backwards and forwards. He is reported to be stlf in
intensive care. A young woman was also run over by an ambulance and,
realising that the police had lost control of the situation, one of the
protesters stopped traffic to prevent further injury to her. The police
seemed at a loss as to what to do until an army truck drove onto the
green and an occupant got out to talk to the police for about five minutes
before speeding off. This seemed to provide the necessary inspiration and
some marching around followed, with hundreds of police forming
cordons and corridors before the bogged-down behemoth was finally
dragged out of the mud by a JCB and started to lift its hydraulic
platform through the branches of the tree at about 12:15 p.m.

It was time for the scven tree-sitters to face the sheriff's officers.
This was unpleasant, as they seemed to relish their job and admitted
wanting to hurt those locked on to the branches. It took a fitrther hour
and a half before all seven were finally down. A sheriff's officer was seen
by many to strike out at a protester with a saw and another tried to stab
one in the hand with a knife he was using to cut down the tree-house
ropes. Formal complaints are being made about this, in addition to
numerous others. Equally spirited resistance was put up by inhabitants
of the other trees, but equal viclence was used, resulting in one young
girl's wrist being broken as she was dragged out of her tree. The
afternoon sun greeted a scene of devastation, with the sound of sobbing
interspersed with the tremendous crack of branches being ripped off the
tree trunks by the JCB. Bewildered and outraged people spoke of
"disgusting violence by the police” and stories of injuries included a
pensioner and a nine-year-old child.
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After the violent taking of the tree on December 7 {see news
release, p 32), campaigners retrieved part of the trunk and rolled it on
to common land beyond the barbed wire-topped hoardings that now
surround and conceal the construction site on the edge of the green.
A small sign appeared: "R.I.P. Tree",

But the fight against this motorway and all senseless road
schemes continues with ever-increasing vigour. Campaigners along the
link road route regularly stage peaceful disruptons of construction
work. The presence of the trechouse on the green for five weeks drew
many local people into the campaign; they turned up with food,
clothes, and wood for the campfire, and stayed to make friends,

The national adoption of the chestnut tree sprang from an
Increasing public awareness that motorways are not the solution for
Britain’s transport problems, as well as from the growing solldarity
among anti-roads campaigners around the country. They know they
are fighting not just for their local playing fleld, housing estate or
anclent woodland, but for a cleaner, fairer, more efficlent transport
system, and a cleaner, fairer, more efficient path of development for
this country.

This booklet was compiled by a local resident inspired by the
Ingenuity, courage and cheerful determination of the tree-sitters,
struggling to get their sensible message across toc a government
suffering from "mad car disease". The letters to the tree helped raise
morale; now, hopefully, they will alsc help raise money for the
campaign against the link road.

The "builders” have started demolishing the first of 350 houses;
1,000 people face eviction. The campaigners vow to fight the road,
house by house, tree by tree. As this booklet goes to press, one M11
protester is in Holloway prison. Dear Tree {s dedicated to her and to
the many other young people who, through their peaceful defence of
an ancient tree, have woken up many people in Wanstead and beyond.
As a message sprayed on the pavement near the tree asked: "Mum,
Dad: where were you in the eco-war?"
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NO M11 LINE ROAD CAMPAIGN NEWS RELEASF,
£8/12/93 FOR IMMFDIATE RELEASE
PLEASE, NO MORE STORIES ABOUT BUCKETS OF EXCREMENT BEING
THROWN OR POLICE BEING STABBED AS THEY ARE NOT TRUE!

"BLUE TUESDAY"

Almost a year ago to the day after "Yellow Wednesday” at Twyford Down.
Hampshire, the nation Is shocked to hear that extreme force has been
used against a peaceful protest. This time, the scene was not a secluded
corner of rural England: it was right in the politicians’ back yard, under
the watchful gaze of the media and the outraged local community.

The tree house had been occupied since the beginning of November

and people, including a security guard who quit his job and joined the

protest after prolonged conversations with campaigners, took it in turn to

sleep in it and keep the camp-fire burning during the tension-ridden and
freezing nights. It formed a focal point for the campaign, a place where
people could come and find out the truth about the road and a place to
meet and get to lmow the campaigners and break through prejudices
formed by unfamilar looks and misinformed "news stories” about us.

The campaign had been tipped off on Saturday and preparations
made to take peaceful action to defend George Green and its legendary
chestnut trees. A telephone tree was set up to enable local people to
respond to a sneak attack and this was used to pass the message along.
The tree-sitters were kept informed by CB radio, as local people phoned
in with reports of a massive buildup of men and machinery, a fleet of
ambulances and the unwelcome appearance of the Tactical Support
Group, a spectal police unit, not known for intelligence and sensitivity.

At 5 a.m., 15 police vans, accompanied by three large police
coaches and a fleet of ambulances drove down Cambridge Park and
stopped. As they spilt out onto the road like an ofl slick, a violent storm
broke out and sudden winds rocked the branches of the trees. The alarm
call of the Dongas tribe rang out: "ARROOGA! AROCOGA!": our land is
threatened! Everyone sat down around the tree and linked arms and
legs, ready to suffer the onslaught. There was a lot of fear as to how the
police would act, coupled with determination to protect the tree as much
as we could by peaceful means. Without warning, they rushed in and
began to pull at people, dragging them by whatever they could get hold
of, including clothing, hair and other "compliance holds” recently
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Dear Tree

To the Wanstead Chestnut Tree house people,

I really hope you can save the tree that you are trying to save
at George Common. It looks a beautiful tree, from the
photograph here in The Guardian newspaper. You are doing
something very worthwhile. Don't give up. Stand your ground.
I'd love to join you if I wasn't stuck here in work. Good luck!
Warrington, Cheshire

Hello again, Tree house people,

I've just read another article in Friday's Guardian. There is
some story about receiving a letter from a Cheshire admirer. Is
that my letter? Well anyway, well done in getting your tree
made into a house status by a judge. Stay where you are! We
don't want that bloody motorway to be built, do we? Glad to see
the old ladies getting involved. I'll write again. It seems it

may be doing some good. "Whatever we do to nature, we do to
ourselves, as we are part of nature." Good luck.

Warrington, Cheshire
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Dear Tree

To everyone in the tree and in the houses and fighting to save
a bit of green space -- Season’s Greetings. Thanks from
everyone at my house -- may the tree survive to see the New
Year! Wanstead, London E12

Dear Tree,
You've been in Wanstead 300 years -- here’s to 300 more.

Dear People,

I really think that what you are doing is fantastic. it must be
really cold up there now. I know deep down that all the
creativity in this campaign will eventually triumph over the
destruction. I send my warmest regards and continued support
at ground level.

Dear friends,

I hope this letter reaches you! Today I heard about the police
action against you at George Green, and I felt that I had to

write to express my support for you. I travel regularly by

coach between London and Cambridge, and I have followed your
protests in Wanstead for many months. I cannot afford to travel
by train, let alone by car, and [ am horrified that yet another
motorway is going to penetrate into London. As far as I can

see, this link road would add, rather than take away from,
further congestion. Surely such a large amount of money could
be spent to far greater benefit to the local area. I am sure

that you have the full support of all of us, both in London and
everywhere roads are built, who would prefer to have investment
made in public rather than private transport. Every green space
in London now seems to be disposable. You have my full support
in defending yours. Yours sincerely, London SE25
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Dear Tree

Dear Tree,

I saw your picture in the paper today and heard the good news.

Congratulations! It sounds like you have a lot of friends down
there, but if you should need extra help, you know you only
have to ask. Good luck! Much _.o<o. Ambleside, Cumbria

[Cree postcard])

11-11-93

The occupiers, The treehouse,
Greetings and our full support.
Snaresbrook Labour Party I rnegplion ahes e cannat

Only when the last tree has died
and the last river bean poisoned
and the last fish basn caught

[postcard of 10 Downing Street]
11-11-93

The occupiers, The Treehouse,
Sorry to disappoint you, but it will not surprise you if I tell
you that the Tories are pot supporting you. But don't be

11-11-93

Dear Sweet Chestnut Tree,

What a pleasure to read in the Guardian that the Sweet
Chestnut has been given a reprieve. That a tree has "rights”
is recognised in case law in the United States. Little
wonder that lawyers from our Department of Transport
are somewhat perplexed, not to say worried. One hopes
that the lead given by children and women to recognise
that the tree has "rights" will continue, so much so that
victory will be ensured and that future generations of
children will be able to enjoy the Sweet Chestnut for itself.
Trees have rights, none more so than the Wanstead Sweet
Chestnut. This is no mere philosophical standpoint. It's
about what is valued and what we care for. To fell the
Sweet Chestnut would be a loss to us all. The tree is home
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Dear Tree

Dear All,
Heard about the bombing on t.v. this morning. Hope you find
another tent. Keep up the good work and good luck.

Thinking of you.

The Old Tree,

Gaia will protect you (with a little help from the NO M11 Link
Rd campaign and others) or avenge you (watch out DoT,
John MacGregor, Norwest Holst!) Leytonstone E11

5-12-93

Dear Tree Residents,

I have just heard about your brave stance to save the tree and
to stand up to the establishment. Sometimes it seems a lonely,
bleak task to speak out against the establishment, to fight for
our earth and for all her people. There is such insanity in
destroying trees, homes and established communities for yet
another road. More concrete jungle. They1l probably put an
electronic toll on the cars using the road. No one will be able
to afford it and will use all the side roads. Destroying all for
nothing -- and more pollution. There are alternatives to the
petrol engine. What strength and power the oil companies
have, the road construction companies have; what strength
and power the people have. Thank you. Whatever the
outcome, you have stood up, you have been counted. Every
time people stand up, we move one step further. Qur
thoughts are with you. Ynys Mén, Gwynedd

5-12-93

Dear Tree Residents,

It was great to see you on telly and even better in your home,
as we did yesterday while listening to all those inspiring
messages. But no input from the Peace Movement, that was so
strong before the Cold War ended. So I'm sending you this

28

Dear Tree

Dear Gentlefolk,
Best wishes and fight the good fight. London SE15

Dear All,

Keep up the good work. Save our common land. We want the
cash in public transport NOT roads. My cat would like to
live in a tree house. Yours, someone choking on fumes

Just a note to say, Well done in fighting for what you believe
in! Keep up the good work -- it's worth it! Bicester

The Old Tree,
Thank you for helping our family in these days of madness.
Love + peace, The trees of Oxleas Wood, London SE9

Hello, We heard about your brave stand against the M11
extension and fight to save the chestnut tree. We support you
wholeheartedly and have a battle of our own -- to save a
woodland -- so good luck. Take care of yourselves.
Billingshurst, West Sussex

12-11-93

Dear All,

I thought you'd like this postcard {showing a boy with a sign:
"What future for me if they cut down this tree?"] -- a voice of
sanity! Hope the weather treats you well, and that you are
settling into your new home! I hear the neighbours are nice.

12-11-93

Dear Tree,

Congratulations on your stay of execution. Long may it
continue! They recently tried to force an M1-M62 link road on
us but public opinion stopped them. If there is anything I can
do to help, you have only to ask. Huddersfield, Yorks.

9



lC

U9y ‘ofplHquoy] UM wed am Iafo],
"[Te noA jo Fupjumnyy ur] "syjo £epo} NoA 1w jou w ] Auog

STIMS Uopuos] ‘s3s[8oj002 mojIa "odedspuel o

Jo uopgepaidsp 1o/ pue uongenodsap 2J0W J34 Jusasid 0] puejs
snosfemod moAf JoJ J1oddns [eiow Jo U230)] [[EWS € ST STL
‘9213 INUISAYD JPams plo 913 Jo sjrednooo read

£6-¢1-€

‘s}I0X A\ ‘piojpuag -djdoad myispuosm pure [rypnesq [[e a1e noA
HUumy} [ “Yiom pood sy} dn dasy - suop [[op parem LON ST 1emn
PBOI M3U IS0 Atre pue [ (A 213 Isurede siaysay0ad aup e oL

J1° Addeq e woxy *10adsar pue 24077 31 o1 noA adoy

"IRTes S Jo Juds 33 im afy Je1gafad puy

UHTq 2AES SIajOoW I} 3I9UM SJ00I 91} PUNOIe 0UEp A5
993 3Ie H[o] 31 2ISUM WOPFUR] 121095 B Sal]

921} INUISSYD I3 JO SIYOUERIq PIISIM] o1} aA0qQy

:noA 10} weod e s 2101

‘NoA 9J81009pP 0] U] JNO[0D 0} SIUEIIqeyu] moA

JoJ am3ord & S| 219 ‘NoA 1My 0} PaLg aABY spIengd AJUmoss
PIelseq asoy) Jo auou jerp pue JO 31,nok ador] | Jnok are moH
‘9211, Teac]

IN Topuo] 'sInox
ipeol Apoojq Jatpoue jstrede ugredured ok i Jon[ poos)
‘mmsalyd PlO *YL

‘I[MQ 3q J2ASU [[I4 PEOJ STU) PUE PaAes 2q [[IM 331 SR

Yer) Aelxd pue adoy | ‘uSredures moA poddns pue nod m are
ardoad Areuppio Atuew ‘Auem ssnesaq yBg ate s3ds moA adoq |
"1od 33 Isuree IeJ 0s Uom Al NOoA A10305A 1E2I3 31} pUE 330
373 JO 30u9Jap oA Aq ure | pasidsul moy] Aes 0} JupUM we |
‘v Tead

724, g

Ol

Aq8ny [noA 10 SupyBy s1e oym Isotp e 03 SOy
3s9g juonoajold mok o) A apdoad repuanpuy Awetw aodoy |
‘(asnoy)san Nuysato 199Mms S,

Topuo] "ofg passalg ‘Aep
Aur speu J1odar AJ S, ‘suopoe InoA aImupe Aesl | jJUeLg

£d uopuo’] ‘II3UMAIDAS ITe UEID AREaIq 03 YSim oym sjdoad
pure ‘9[8[ 3)9mu0d B uf usasd jo sosrd sy o ssed ouym
9507} [Te 1Nq ‘PIjoafe 3q [ Jel]) STUIPISIT Peajsirep A[uo
jou s.31 se diay 03 pe(S uely a1owr w] uatyy ‘dPY Ma 290

PIO [NIISPUOM 313 0} PIISAT[IP 19132] ST J] “Hoddns ou pure
ssodmd ou set] yel peol e uo 1s0[ 9q M JBL) 9)nol a1} Suore
$33.0 AUBW JO SIAJ I} PUE UISIH [NJRNELI] B JABS PUR [ TN
a1 doys 03 SuAn Joj [re noA o} noAxuemy Siq B Les o oFy
pmo [ ‘110daI jsesminog mwoolsmap ot Supess Apusnbasqns
Pue 1IN 4nseys sy 10J 9)noi pasodoad oy Surssed 1)1y
‘uopisoddo 114 94} A PALIIDU0D [T& O

PHOA 31} puUnote sajaunq Agmiy; 243 [fe woiy

‘sa[ppno Anp pue aao] ‘sfurddorp Auung ppuer

Jo s101 WM Pasmod 3q Af2ans [iim 3y fiodsap 03 An oym Ay
"MISIYD AJPAO] ST SABS PIIE UMOp 20D 03 JMD Auumnq pliom
3} Jo sIaMO[I0f TUTITE] [Te 0} Plom 3t Furpealds Asnopmy
2q [L] pue ‘}on| pood Aes o 1snf sy sy, Jwezre], aq ysnf

31 pmots Aym ‘saany dn Fuay aidoad siom pey am yswm | pue
‘Bujop a1,noA yerm pood Afof s3] ‘Buraey Usaq 2A9M ISUESM
[TYpPE2IP SN} [fe (M Jerga ‘plod 00) j0u 31 noA adoyg am

‘290 a3 dn srdoad teag

€6-11-21

*st Jo re 10} qof jeald e Sujop a1,nox ja1aty dn Aeyg
*931], nmsayg)) oY ‘efuo( v

724], 213 (3;



Deor Tree

Thank you all for trying to stop the trees from being cut down.
I hope you all succeed and when I come past, I always hoot at
you. Best of luck.

28-11-93

The Residents,

The Old Chestnut Tree,

In Canada, on some occasions, citizen power has been successful
in halting the bulldozing mania of motorway madness. Indeed, I
live on an interesting multi-cultural street in central Toronto
that almost became a divided motorway some 20 years ago. It was
rescued by citizen action. "Stop the Spadina Expressway”
remains a classic of Canadian citizen power and neighbourhood
preservation. So, from someone who has lived through it, I say:
Keep up the good work. Yours truly, Toronto, Canada

To the people in the tree,
"At first I thought I was fighting to save the trees. Then I
thought I was fighting to save the Amazon forest. Now I realise
I am fighting for humanity."

--Chico Mendes, assassinated 1988
Your fight, like Chico Mendes', is more than just a fight for a
tree. It goes much deeper. I wish you luck, and pray for your
success. Be strong.

Dear Chestnut Tree,
I love you. I care! I hope you and the rest of Wanstead Green
survive! Love from Westonville, California

I want the tree to stay there. I was upset that it was going to
be chopped down. I don’t want the road to [go] over the tree
house. [age 6]

26

Dear Tree

12-11-93

Dear Tree Dwellers, .

Well done. Shades of Twyford Down and the Donga tribesmen
and women protesting against the desecration of the
environment. The government says they go through extensive
public consultation with inquiries etec, but in reality it fails

to give the public the facts. The whole thing is sewn up before
the inquiry. Nothing ever gets changed, except for at Oxleas
Wood where they have been fighting for years and were due to
take the government to court in the EEC. They had worked out a
strategy of signing up well-known names to be chained to trees
in Oxleas Wood, over 300 of them. They also made sure the issue
got good news coverage in the same way you have. We are all
behind your fight. Cheam, Surrey

12-11-93

Dear Tree,

Although you have probably had many friends during your
250-year life, I would be honoured to be able to see you in
years to come. I wish you well. Dorset

12-11-93

Dearest Tree,

Thank you for supporting my friends over these difficult times.
May you have another happy 300 years of life. Love,

London N1

12-11-93

Dear Tree,

Please don't allow the road builders to pull you down. You have
been there 250 years. It is totally wrong to cover our few
remaining green areas with concrete for motorways. You have our
support. With best wishes for a very much longer and happy

life, Lancashire

1
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Dear Tree

Dear All,

I drive past every day and really do admire what you are doing.
It's very easy to say "No Link Road" but to campaign in the way
you are and to spend days and nights in the freezing cold up a
treell! takes guts and determination. If it wasn't for people

like you, everyone would just sit back, shake their heads and
say "that should never have been allowed to happen”. You all
are stopping it from happening. Thank you and well done.
Yours, London E7

21-11-93

Dear All,

Just a short letter to say thank you for making people aware of
the Chestnut and the Green. We all admire the stand you are
making and think you're doing a wonderful job. We were in a
stream of traffic passing by on Saturday so weren't able to get
any information. Can you please send leaflets or a petition or
anything relevant to your cause? Can you please aiso enclose a
sprig off the tree or a chestnut? We do so love it, and have
passed the Green weekly for over 35 years. Best wishes to you
all. Basildon, Essex P.S. Anything we can do from our area?

Hello Tree folk!

Hope you like this card. Hope you stop the M11 Link Road. Hope

you save the tree. Hope you don't freeze in the process. Hope
you are warm and dry. Goed luck.

23-11-93

Dear Treedom Fighters,

Nothing wooden about the response so far, eh folks? You're
doing a great job keeping those buggers out.

Best wishes, London NW8

24

Dear Tree

12-11-93

The occupants,

Greetings from the Hackney chapter of the London Cycling
Camnpaign. We support your efforts. Keep up the good work.
They shall not pass.

12-11-93

Dear Tree People,

Good luck from the whole population of Kent!

[signed X and X] "spokespeople for the people of Kent"

Dear Mr Chestnut,

Just a note to say that I hope you're still standing and this
note doesn't arrive too late for you. I hope the decent
protesters manage to hold off the police and security for a
while longer. Give us a ring if u get the chance, but I'll
understand if it's a hassle to walk over to the phone box after
250 years of standing in the same place. Yours evergreen.

12-11-93

Dear Tree,

I am appalled that anyone would plan to chop you down, so
naturally I abhor the construction of the M11 link road, and I
offer my support to those who are involved in the struggle to
save you. Having never written to a tree before, I am curlous
to know what your response might be. All in good fun. Yours
faithfully, Birkenhead, Merseyside

Dear Friends,

We were delighted to hear of your success in the courts. We
hope that the decision will be confirmed at the full hearing
and that your actions will lead to the complete halting of this
unnecessary road-building project. London NW3

13
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Dear Tree

which she wrote about her "veterans on the Green". She meant
you and your Sisters and Brothers on the Green. Many years ago
she took me to the corner of Her Road and introduced me to you.
From that moment, I was determined to get to know you better,
and I decided to put into pictures what she put into words. 1
have such a lovely collection from your budding spring through

leafy summer, until each year in autumn when I said "Goodnight,

Sleep well, See you next spring" -- and so it happened, year
after year. I have taken my place amongst your many friends
during the past few days. I have used my camera when the sun
made it possible. These pictures will be precious. Goodnight
once again -- see you again in Spring 1994. Your admirer,
Leytonstone, London E11

Life: a restless journey across the high sierras & sweltering
valleys of human experience = mission impossible
Stardate: 17-11-93

Planet: Earth

Weather: bitter, chill, crisp and clear

To the tree people,

I think you are terrific. You set a wonderful example. There
are many laws and rules and not enough examples!! So plant a
seed for Good Deeds and, like a tree, Kindness and
Enlightenment will grow.

With love, a local resident for 30 years

18-11-93

Dear Mr. Men in the Tree,

My mummy says that some bad men are going to build a smelly
motorway near where I live. Please don't let them do this becus
I dont want any more motor cars becus they are not nice and
my mummy says I wont be able to breathe if there are any more
cars. Luv, Wanstead, London E11 [age 3-1/2)

22

Dear Tree

12-11-93

Dear Friends,

We saw the postman climbing the ladder to deliver letters
yesterday. So here’s another to add to the postbag and a cheque
to help with funds. It was a great idea to occupy the tree,

that symbol of life on which we ultimately depend for our
survival. Did you know that Michael Heseltine is very proud of
his arboretum? He is fortunate enough to have an estate
attached to his country mansion. Years ago, if you constructed
a house between sunset and sunrise and had smoke coming
from the chimney, you had the right to stay put! Nowadays,
“liberty" is reduced to the right to obey the police -- a fact

that your actions in defence of ecology and the natural

world (as well as those who ought to have a roof as a right)
expose. The combination of Capital and state power is a
formidable foe. Twas ever thus: yesterday the Levellers and

the Luddites, today those who challenge the motorway
programme. Woodford Green, Essex

12-11-93

Dear Protectors of the Old Chestnut Tree,

I'm writing to make sure you get more mail to prove yours is,
indeed, a dwelling, keeping the bailiffs at bay. I am really
proud to know there are still people around who have the sense
to put the planet first. Yours is an unenviable task, but I

wish you all the luck in the world. If I were a bit younger,
braver, etc., I'd be there with you. I am with you in spirit.

I'm sure more people than you know about probably feel the
same way but are too apathetic to write. Please believe you
have the support of the siient as well. My husband turns trees
felled in the storm into nice objects and this is his way of
salvaging something beautiful from nature, so you can see our
love of the planet and its trees is a real one. Never give up,
Cheam, Surrey

15
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Dear Tree

13-11-93

Dear Tree-Dwellers,

Thank you so much for what you're doing to try to save the
tree, the green, the houses and the area. It really distresses
me to see what the contractors and the DoT are trying to do,
and I wish I could do something more to help, and feel guilty
that I didn't do more 22 years ago when I first heard about it.
when I was living in Leyton. I'm filled with admiration for
your efforts and I really hope you'll be successful. With best
wishes, Wanstead, London E12

Toke and be happy,

To the righteous brothers + sisters in the tree,
Congratulations on the success in court. It's so gratifying to
see protocol backfire on those who thought they had it all sewn
up! It's an excellent job that you're all doing, I've lived in
Wanstead most of my life, but I never actually thought they'd
go ahead and build the soddin’ thing! Just another big pile of
money-making corporate horseshit! Thankfully, you have the
guts to tell them where to go, and I'm sure that the more
support you can gather, the better the chances are of sending
‘em off with their tails between their legs! Make sure the
press stay there. National opinion is already starting to side
with you. Big hugs all round, "Spokesman, Woodford &
Walthamstow Crafty Puffers Association”, Walthamstow,
London E17

Dear Tree People,

I feel that I must write to you and congratulate you all for
saving this most beautiful tree, which has stoocd on the common
for many years and would be sadly missed if it was to be cut
down. I sincerely hope you continue to win your case, because
the world is becoming a very sad place, not only for us, but

also for the wildlife that live in the tree. Barking, Essex

20

Dear ‘Tree

13-11-93

Re: Saving Trees

Dear Friends,

I was intrigued to learn that my friend and fellow Tree Warden
had written to you, with such unexpected and fortunate results.
I immediately phoned the head of the Tree Council which
organises the Parish Tree Warden scheme throughout the British
Isles. I asked whether our members could help in some way.
There are, after all. more than 4,000 of us now. He had not
heard of your campaign, but was very impressed when he learned
the details. He will contact the Dept of Transport at the

highest level on Monday. I hope he has the desired effect.

Some of us are keen to come and visit you next weekend. 1
believe there are no Tree Wardens within 40 miles of you. If
there had been, they would have been involved at the first
whisper of the link road. I would be interested in back-numbers
of the local papers, outlining the history of your campaign. It
will be invaluable in similar situations in the future.

Meanwhile, congratulations and sincerest best wishes for your
continuing success. Yours sincerely, Warrington, Cheshire

13-11-93

To my dear friends,

I would like to offer my thanks and support for your efforts to
save our tree. | understand that the tree is not just a tree

but a symbol of whether our world. too, will be destroyed in
the path of the construction industry! I am often in the area
and enjoy seeing nature’s life on view in the form of these
trees. You don't bother the people there, only the destroyers
-- S0 keep up the good work. God will be proud of you; so will
Mother Nature! A friend of the cause

Dear Tree sttters,
You're doing a grand job. Wanstead, London E11

17
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